Review article: rebamipide and the digestive epithelial barrier.
Rebamipide exerts a positive effect on the digestive epithelial barrier by reinforcing its integrity in normal and in inflammatory conditions, and by normalizing the macromolecular transport across this barrier, increased by Helicobacter infection. Moreover, in mice, rebamipide is capable of diminishing allergic sensitization and of counteracting the inhibitory effect of Helicobacter pylori on oral tolerance to dietary antigens. These properties of rebamipide could explain its anti-inflammatory activity with respect to the digestive mucosa and could provide protection against allergic sensitization to foreign antigens in susceptible individuals.